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ECONOMICS – Foundations Course


MBA 500C  AU and CL (On Line)

Syllabus

Summer 2004
Professor:    Dr. Robert P. Rogers 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Office: 231 Dauch College of Business and Economics

e-Mail: rrogers1@ashland.edu

Office Phone: (419) 289-5739               


FAX:    (419) 289-5910
Office Hours: Right Before and after class 


This course is an examination of the rudiments of macroeconomics and microeconomics.  By the end of this course, students first should be able to apply the elementary concepts of macro- and microeconomics to certain situations, second, should know the meaning of the basic terms used in the field, and third, know how the terms relate to each other and the study of economics in general.


The readings for the course are from the text, D. C. Colander, Economics, 5th Edition, Irwin McGraw-Hill, 2004 (reading assignments in the Text are designated below as Ch.) and from some outside readings and handouts.


A set of my lecture notes will be posted on the internet.  In the notes will be definitions and concepts used in the course.  (Since the internet format is relatively new, I welcome suggestions.) 

My Office Hours are by appointment.  My email is rrogers1@ashland.edu.  My telephone numbers are (419) 289-5739, Office, and (419) 281-4191, Home.  My fax number is (419) 289-5949.


This course consists of three components: a Mid-Term Test [30 % of the grade], a Final Examination [42 % of the grade], and four homework assignments [28 % of the grade]. 


The course will meet three times.  The first meeting is on May 18 for the Ashland class and on May 19 for the Columbus class.  On the first day, we will meet to describe the general attributes of the course including first the academic expectations and second (which probably will take more time) internet protocols used in the course.  On June 15 for Ashland and June 16 for Columbus, the Mid-Term Test will be given in the second hour of the period.  The first hour, however, will be devoted to clearing up problems arising from special format of the course.  On July 20 for Ashland and July 21 for Columbus, the Final Test will be given; a somewhat shorter period before the test will be devoted to dealing with particular problems.  If you have a conflict on any those days, then, let me know, and alternative arrangements can be made.


Both the Mid-Term Test and the Final Test will be written in an essay form in an open book and open notes format.  This means that the answers will consist of paragraphs and complete sentences.  

The Final Test will be cumulative in that it covers the whole course.  Early in the course, I will post a tentative universe of questions from which these tests will draw.  I may add some questions later, but I will let you know.

The Four homework problem sets will be given out during the semester.  The nature and grading of these problem sets is explained on another sheet.  

WEEK  OF

SUBJECTS AND/OR EVENT



ASSIGNMENT *
May  17

Introduction and the Economic 

Ch. 1, 2, & 3




Model - An Example, Opportunity Cost

May  24

Supply & Demand




Ch. 4 & 5

May  31

Supply & Demand Model and  


Ch. 4, 5, & 22




Macroeconomics




Homework I Due 

June  7 

The Aggregate Supply & Demand


Ch. 23 & 25 




Model

June 14 

The Aggregate Supply & Demand


Ch. 25 



and the Aggregate Expenditure Models




Mid-Term Test



Homework II Due
June 21

Microeconomics and Demand 


Ch. 5 & 6




Elasticity

June 28

Supply - Cost & Production


Ch. 9 & 10 




Homework III Due

July  5 

Supply - Costs & Competition


Ch. 9, 10, & 11
July 12

Costs and Market Structures


Ch. 11 & 12



Homework IV Due
July 19

FINAL - July 20 (Ashland) and July 21 (Columbus) 

* This schedule is tentative, and I reserve the right to deviate from it.  By keeping up with the class, the student will have a good idea of what to read for the assignments each week. 

