Tips for telling the difference between L.C. (Library of Congress) and Union Call Numbers

The Ashland Theological Seminary Library is currently going through a classification change from our old system, the Union Theological Library Classification System, to the Library of Congress System.

Both systems are alpha-numeric. However, there are major differences between the two. One of the easiest is in the area of bibliography. In Union, bibliographies are classified under “A,” in Library of Congress, under “Z.”

Furthermore, most theological material is in the “B” section of Library of Congress.

For example:

BL   Religion in general

BM   Judaism

BP     Islam

BQ    Buddhism

BR    Christian Church History

BS    Biblical Studies

BT    Christian Theology (where you will also find works on Christology)

BV     Practical Theology

BX     Christian Denominations.

The Union system, on the other hand, takes the fields of religion and expands them throughout the alphabet. For example, Biblical Studies is represented by C-F.

Since the two systems are shelved in different places in the library, how will the student know the difference?

First, all Ashland University call numbers are LC. Thus, if both ATS and AU have the same book and each classify it with the same number, you will know it is in Library of Congress Classification. If the numbers look very different, you will know they are Union.

Second, the book numbers, or the numbers following the first numeric sequence are very different. Library of Congress numbers have a period or dot before the book number. Union numbers do not.

For example a call number: FS 24 M475m is a Union number, since it does not have a dot before the sequence M475m.

A Library of Congress number, on the other hand will look like this: BS 2825.2 .M68 1986.

The following differences will be noted. First, there is a dot or period before the book number, M68. Second, all Library of Congress numbers after 1983 will have a date following the book number. Finally, the Union book numbers conclude with a letter in small letters. This feature occurs very rarely in LC numbers, and when it does the letters are usually “b” or “x.”

Finally, many Union call numbers do not have a numeric sequence before the book number. That is, there are Union numbers such as: FD B814i. In this case, there is no numeric sequence following the first letters. This feature is quite common in Union, but never occurs in LC, where the call number for the same item is: BS2330.2.B76 1997.

In summary:

Union classified books lack periods or dots before the book numbers.

In Union classified books, the book number will end in a lower case letter.

Union classified books may lack a number after the first alphabetic sequence.

Library of Congress classification books always have a number following the alphabetic sequence.

Library of Congress classification books always have a period before the book number.

Library of Congress classification books almost never have a lower case letter at the end of the book number.

If you have any questions, please see a member of the library staff for further assistance.

