Searching ATLA Database with ATLA Serials

Beginning in 2004, Ashland University Library has been accessing ATLA Religion Index and ATLA Serials (ATLAS) through Ebsconet. The advantage of this system is that it enables the user to access both databases at the same time, saving time and energy. There are a few unique characteristics of the search, however, that need to be clarified.

To begin your search, go to the Ashland Library catalog main page at library.ashland.edu.

Click on “Research Databases” in the lower left center, under the center rectangle that lists author, title and author/title, word, subject … etc. searches.
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After clicking “Research Databases, you will be able to see the following screen:
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Scroll down until you see line, ATLA Databases with ATLA Serials, as shown below:
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For off campus use, you will be asked for you last name and password (Ashland ID number). If you have outstanding fines, you will not be allowed into the data base. Please contact the library if there are any problems. Upon completion of authorization, you will find the following screen.
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You will notice that you can also delimit your search even further, by full text, year, title of journal, publication type and language.
You will also notice the “Find” function automatically gives you the phrase “Default Fields,” which means a key word search in every possible field. If you wish to specify a field, click on the down arrow, and highlight a field, as the following example shows:
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You notice you can search by author and scripture citation. By scrolling down you can also search by subject heading and title. We will give the following example of an advanced search. We will be searching for the author: “deSilva, David” and the scripture citation “Revelation.”
 We will further delimit our search by looking only for articles.
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The search gives the following results:
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To add items to your folder to print, click the folder icon “add to folder” underneath each item, as follows:
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Note that on the right side, a gold bar appears, stating “folder  has items.” Click the phrase “folder view” to view the items in the folder.  This list can then be printed.  You can continue adding items throughout your session. The system will remember your folder, and continue to add items. This is a convenient way to develop a bibliography.
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To print items, highlight:”Select/deslect all. You can then print on the printer icon.
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Note, you may print the list, or email it. If you are working with one of the circulation computers, you will want to send the list to your email, since they are not attached to printers.

Accessing Full Text from Atlas
 You will notice the first article states: PDF available. This link takes you immediately to the ATLA (Serials) database for the full text. You will notice that the first journal citation above is from the Journal for the Study of the New Testament 71 (S. 1998) 79-110.
It is recommenced before going to the full text, you click on the citation (the title, underlined in blue following the number) for the citation. That is a quick and easy way to always have the full citation with you, and limits the dangers of mistakes by copying.

By clicking on the title you receive the following display:
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Title:  Honor Discourse and the Rhetorical Strategy of the Apocalypse of John,

Author(s):  DeSilva, David Artur
Source:  Journal for the Study of the New Testarment no 71 S 1998, p 78-110,
ISSN:  0142-064X

Publication Year: 1998

Language:  English -

Subjects:  Bible. Revelation--Criticism, Literary; Rhetoric in the Bible; Honor; Christianity and paganism

Scripture Citation:  Revelation 14:6-13
Publication Type:  Article
Issuedby ATLA: 20081015

Accession Number:  ATLADOD1002632
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Note, you find the article title, author, and journal citation in this citation. This provides full bibliographic information, and limits need for additional copying by hand. You may also go to the full text in PDF form. Click on the phrase “PDF Full Text.”
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As always with PDF’s remember that to print from the lower (PDF) toolbar.

Conclusions
1. ATLA Religion Database, including ATLA Serials (ATLAS) are available to students through the Ashland University Library Catalog.

2. First, go to the main catalog page and press “Research Databases.”

3. At “Research Databases” scroll down to “ATLA Religion Databases with ATLA Serials.”

4. After accessing the database, choose the type of search you want.

5. Add selected items to your folder by pressing the folder icons to the right column of the list.

6. Access is provided both to ATLA Religion Databases and ATLA Serials.

7. For full text, click the link to ATLA Serials either in the display or from the citation.

If you have any difficulties, please contact the Research Librarian at: rmorton2@ashland.edu, or at his direct telephone number 419-289-5434.

� Note, when searching for a scripture citation, search for book or chapter. If you search for specific verses, the system will look only for that range of verses. If there is a relevant article with a different verse range, your search will not find it.
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