New Testament Abstracts and Old Testament Abstracts
Introduction
Two of the most important biblical abstracting services, New Testament Abstracts (NTA)
 (1956- ) and Old Testament Abstracts  (OTA) (1978- ) are available in electronic format via OhioLINK. 

These databases are similar to ATLA Religion Databases and ATLA Serials (ATLAS) in that they also are available via EBSCO. Nevertheless, because of the formatting of both New Testament Abstracts and Old Testament Abstracts, slightly different forms of searches are needed.

Scope and Value of New Testament Abstracts and Old Testament Abstracts
As abstracting services, NTA and OTA differ from a periodical index, such as ATLA Religion Databases in that short, one paragraph, summaries of items listed are provided. Thus, in NTA and OTA, the user is immediately aware of the scope of the item listed, and whether or not it will be useful to one’s research.

Other differences include:

Book reviews are not included in the abstracting services.

The abstracting services cover both books and articles.

The abstracting services attempt to be more inclusive of items published in biblical studies. Thus, many items not found in the ATLA indexes will be found in either NTA or OTA.
While more comprehensive, the abstracting services cover a shorter time period. NTA began in 1956, OTA in 1978. Thus, older materials will still most likely be found in ATLA Religion Databases.

Searching New Testament Abstracts and Old Testament Abstracts

One begins searching the abstracting services in the same way as searching ATLA Religion Databases.

Begin by going to the main catalog page, http://library.ashland.edu
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From here, click on “Research Databases.” This action brings up the following screen:
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Scroll down to either New Testament Abstracts or Old Testament Abstracts. The following example will scroll down to New Testament Abstracts.
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For both New Testament Abstracts and Old Testament Abstracts, like ATLA Religion Databases, are available off campus. As in the case of ATLA Religion Database, the user will then be required to provide ID (Ashland University ID number) and last name.  

In our example, when we click on “New Testament Abstracts,” the following screen appears.
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Although there is a “Scripture” search button in the abstracting services, like there is in ATLA Religion Databases, because of the way in which scriptures are indexed, it is not particularly useful. Here, the user is better served by searching scriptures as if they are key words, as follows:
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Which leads to the following results screen:
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Likewise, searching numbered books is as follows:
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With the result:
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One may also search for authors:
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Finding:
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Two things should be noted. First, when searching for authors, give the author’s last name and first initial. Giving the full first name will not retrieve the full item.

Also, the reason this search was used was to demonstrate materials found in the abstracting services not indexed in ATLA Religion Databases. Numbers 4 and 5 are not found in ATLA.

Which resource should I use?  Should I use ATLA Databases or the abstracting services? The answer is both. While there is significant overlap, in both resources, there will be items in each not found in the other.

For any questions, please contact the research librarian:

Dr. Russell Morton

Phone: 419-289-5434

Email: rmorton2@ashland.edu
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