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The following list is not meant to be all-inclusive.  Included are some of the better 

resources available.  For more detail, see J. A.  Fitzmyer, An Introductory Bibliography 

For the Study of Scripture (3rd ed.; Subsidia Biblica 3; Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1990).
Hermeneutics/Exegesis
Fee, Gordon. New Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors. 3rd ed. 


            Louisville, Ky.: Westminster/John Knox Press, 2002.

Gorman, Michael J. Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for Students and   

            Ministers. 2nd ed. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Pub., 2009
Stuart, Douglas K. Old Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors. 3rd
            ed. Louisville, Ky.: Westminster/John Knox Press, 2001.

Multi-Volume Dictionaries

Bromiley, G. W. The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1979-82.

Buttrick, G.A. The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, New York: Abingdon Press, 
1962. + 1976 supplement.

Freedman, D. N., et al. ed. The Anchor Bible Dictionary, New York: Doubleday, 1992. 6 
vols.

Sakenfeld, K. D. New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible. Nashville: Abingdon, 2006-
2009  
5 vols. (v. 1 completed). A complete updating of the Interpreter’s 
Dictionary of 
the Bible, that takes into account new methods and discoveries, as 
well as gender and ethnic concerns. Contributors represent a broad theological 
spectrum. The 
goal is to address both academy and church/synagogue

One Volume Dictionaries
Achtemeier, P.J. HarperCollins Bible Dictionary, San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 
1996. Updated ed. of 1985 Harper’s Bible Dictionary.

Freedman, David Noel, ed., Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Eerdmans, 2000.

Wood, D. R. W., ed. New Bible Dictionary, 3rd ed.; Downer’s Grove, Ill., 1996.

Specialized Dictionaries 

Alexander, T. Desmond and David W. Baker, eds. Dictionary of the Old Testament: 
Pentateuch. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 2003.

Arnold, Bill T. and H.G.M. Williamson, eds. Dictionary of the Old Testament: Historical 


Books. Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter Varsity Press, 2005.

Evans, C.A., ed. Encyclopedia of the Historical Jesus. New York: Routledge, 2008.
Evans, C.A. and S.E. Porter, eds. Dictionary of New Testament Background: A 
Compendium of Contemporary Biblical Scholarship. Downers Grove, Ill.: 
InterVarsity Press, 2000.

Green, J. B., S. Mcknight and I.H. Marshall, eds. Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels. 
Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1992. 

Hawthorne, G., R.P. Martin, D.G. Reid, eds. Dictionary of Paul and His Letters. 
Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1993. 

Longman, T. III and P. Enns, Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry, & 
Writings. Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP Academic, 2008.
Martin, R.P. and P.H. Davids, eds. Dictionary of the Later New Testament and its 
Developments. Downer’s Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1997. 
Theological Dictionaries (OT)
Botterweck, G.J. and Helmer Ringgren, Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, tr. 
by J.T. Willis. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974-    . In process. A massive 
theological dictionary, compiled similarly to the Theological Dictionary of the 
New Testament (see below), but, as more recent scholarship, without some of the

 TDNT’s biases.

Jenni, E. and C. Westermann, Theological Lexicon of the Old Testament, tr. by  M.E. 
Biddle. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1997. 3 v. Includes an index to English 

words, as well as providing transliterations from the Hebrew.  Entries are cross

 referenced to other important works, including Koehler-Baumgartner’s, Hebrew 
and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament (HALOT), Brown-Driver-Briggs, 
Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament (BDB) and the New 
International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis (NIDOTTE).

VanGemeren, W.A., ed. New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and 
Exegesis. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997. 5 v. This five volume work includes an 
English index, citing articles by reference number rather than page number.  It 
also has a 200 p. introduction, including discussions regarding OT interpretation, 
hermeneutics and exegesis, as well as methods to be employed in productive word 
study.

Theological Dictionaries (NT)

Brown, C., ed. The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology. Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1975-    . 3 v.  Concepts in English, with Greek following 
both in Greek characters and transliteration.  A very helpful work for those 
students currently without Greek. 

Kittel, G. and G. Friedrich, eds. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, tr. by G. 
Bromiley. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964-    . 10 v. While the information is very 
helpful in discussing NT and Hellenistic concepts, and helpful in working with 
OT ideas, this work should not be trusted in its treatment of Judaism, due to 
strong anti-semitic bias, which is especially to be noted in the volumes edited by 
Kittel. Vol. 10 has extensive indexes of concepts in both Greek and English.  

Spicq, C., ed. Theological Lexicon of the New Testament, tr. and ed. by J.D. Ernest. 
Peabody, Hendrickson, 1994. 

Old Testament Introductions

Childs, B. Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1975. 

Eissfeldt, O. The Old Testament: An Introduction. Including the Apocrypha a
Pseudepigrapha and also the Works of a Similar Type From Qumran: The 
History of the Formation of the Old Testament, tr. by P.R. Ackroyd. New York: 
Harper and Row, 1965 

Gottwald, N.K. The Hebrew Bible – A Socio-Literary Introduction. Philadelphia: 
Fortress, 1985.

Soggin, J.A. Introduction to the Old Testament: From its Origins to the Closing of the

 Alexandrian Canon. Rev. ed. Old Testament Library; Philadelphia: Westminster 
Press, 1980. 

Schmidt, W.H. Old Testament Introduction, tr. by M.J. O’Connell. New York: Crossroad, 
1984.

New Testament Introductions

Carson, D.A., D.J. Moo, L. Morris. An Introduction to the New Testament.  2nd ed. Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 2005. A conservative, sometimes tendentious New Testament 
Introduction. 

deSilva, David A. An Introduction to the New Testament: Contexts,  Methods & Ministry 
Formation. Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004. 
Koester, H. Introduction to the New Testament. New York: De Gruyter, 1982. 2 vols., v.


 1, entitled “History, Culture, and Religion of the Hellenistic Age,” is one of the 
best 1 vol. history of New Testament times available. 

Kümmel, W.G. New Testament Introduction, Nashville, Tenn.: Abingdon, 1975. Despite 
its date, still the standard introduction. 

Martin, R.P. New Testament Foundations: A Guide for Christian Students, rev. ed. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986-    . 2 v.

Old Testament Theology

Brueggemann, W. Old Testament Theology: Essays on Structure, Theme and Text. 
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992. 

Eichrodt, W. Theology of the Old Testament, tr. by J.A. Baker. Old Testament Library; 

Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1961-  2 v. 

Hasel, G. Old Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate. . 4th ed. rev., 

updated and enlarged Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991. 

Rad., G. von,  Old Testament Theology, tr. by D.M.G. Stalker. New York: Harper, 1962-

1965. 2 v. 

New Testament Theology

Bultmann, R. Theology of the New Testament, tr. by K. Grobel. New York: Scribner, 
1951-1955. 2 v. While old, it is still the standard starting place for the study of NT theology, written by the twentieth century’s most influential NT scholar. 

Goppelt, L. Theology of the New Testament, tr. by J.E. Alsup, ed. by J. Roloff. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981-1982. 2 v. 

Hasel, G. New Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1978. 

Kümmel, W.G. Theology of the New Testament According to its Major Witnesses: 

Jesus-Paul-John, tr. J.E. Steeley. Nashville: Abingdon, 1973. 

Strecker, Georg, and Friedrich Wilhelm Horn. Theology of the New Testament. New

York; Berlin: DeGruyter; Louisville: Westminster Press, 2000.
Cambridge University Press has published a series entitled, “New Testament Theology.” 

These readable booklets are by experts in particular New Testament writings, and 

promise to be a major contribution for students.

Concordances

Institute for New Testament Textual Research and the Computer Center of Münster 
University. Concordance to the Novum Testamentum Graece … 3rd ed. Berlin, 
New York: De Gruyter, 1987. 

Metzger, B.M. NRSV Exhaustive Concordance. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
1991. 

Moulton, W.F. A.S. Geden, H.K. Moulton, A Concordance to the Greek Testament:
According to the Texts of Wescott and Hort, Tischendorf and the English 
Revisers. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1978, c1897. 

Whitaker, R.E. The Eerdmans Analytical Concordance to the Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988.

Whitaker, R.E. and J. R. Kohlenberger, III The  Analytical Concordance to the New 
Revised Standard Version of the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

Atlases
Aharoni, Yohanan, ed. The Carta Bible Atlas. Jerusalem: Carta, 2002
Formerly the Macmillan Bible Atlas, in the 4th ed. the publication was taken over by Carta in Jerusalem. Is considered the premiere 1 vol. scholarly Bible atlas.

Braybrooke, Marcus and Jay Harpur, eds. The Collegeville Atlas of the Bible. 
Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1998.

Another good quality Bible atlas, but with more attractive color maps and illustrations. Very good for Christian education.

Rainey, Anson f. and R. Steven Notley, The Sacred Bridge: Carta’s Atlas of the Biblical 

World. Jerusalem: Carta, 2006

This book is a fine combination of text, delineating background information and 
maps and illustration. Most of the maps and illustrations are in color. 
Backgrounds
Primary Sources: Old Testament
Beyerlin, W., ed. Near Eastern Religious Texts Relating to the Old Testament, tr. by J. 

Bowden. Old Testament Library; Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1958. 

Hallo, William W., K. Lawson Younger, Jr., eds. The Context of Scripture. Leiden; New 

York: Brill, 1997-

Pritchard, J.B., ed. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1955. The standard collection of Ancient Near Eastern
 texts translated into English.

_________. The Ancient Near East in Pictures Relating to the Old Testament. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1954. 

_________. The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1958.  A condensed student edition of Ancient Near Eastern Texts and Ancient Near East in Pictures.
________. The Ancient Near East, Volume II: A New Anthology of Texts and Pictures. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1975. Supplement to previous volume.

Society for Old Testament Study. Documents from Old Testament Times. London; New 

York: T. Nelson, 1958. 

Primary Sources: New Testament, Judaism and Second Temple Period
*See especially the following authors in the Loeb Classical Library:

· Cassius Dio

· Cicero

· Epictetus

· Josephus

· Philo

· Plutarch

· Quintillian (on rhetoric).

· Suetonius

· Tacitus

The Mishnah, tr. by H. Danby. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1933.  Still the most lucid and 

most accurate translation, despite a more recent translation by J. Neusner. 

Barrett, C.K. New Testament Background: Texts and Documents, rev. ed. San Francisco: 

Harper and Row, 1989, c1987. 

Charles, R.H., ed. The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament. Oxford: 

Clarendon Press, 1913. 

Charlesworth, J.H.. ed. Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 

1983-1985. 2 v.. Also, copy in reference.

Nickelsburg, G. and M.E. Stone, eds. Faith and Piety in Early Judaism: Texts and 

Documents. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1983. 

Vermes, G. The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English, Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1998, 

c1997. 
Old Testament Times

Ahlström, G.W. History of Ancient Palestine from the Paleolithic Period to Alexander’s
 
Conquest, with a contribution by G.O. Rollefson, ed. by D.Edelman. Sheffield, 
Eng.: JSOT Press, 1993. Interpretation of the history of Palestine from the 
“revisionist” or “minimalist” school.

Bright, J. A History of Israel. 3rd ed. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1981. A traditional 

history of Israel.

Gammie, J.G. and L.G. Perdue, The Sage in Israel and the Ancient Near East. Winona 

Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1990. 

Gottwald, N.K. Tribes of Yahweh: A Sociology of the Religion of Liberated Israel, 1250-
1050 BCE. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1979.  Classic sociological analysis of the 
history of Israel from the perspective of the “Mendenhall School” of the history of 
Israel.

Lindblom, J. Prophecy in Ancient Israel. Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1962.

Noth, M. The Chronicler’s History, tr. by H.G.M. Williamson. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 

1987. 

________. The Deuternomistic History. Sheffield, Eng.: University of Sheffield Dept. of  

Biblical Studies, 1981.  

________. History of Pentateuchal Traditions, tr. with an introd. by B.W. Anderson. 

Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1972. 

Rad, G. von, Wisdom in Israel. Nashville: Abingdon, 1972.

Society for Old Testament Study. Wisdom in Israel and in the Ancient Near East. Leiden: 

Brill, 1955. 

Wilson, R.R. Prophecy and Society in Ancient Israel. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 

1980.

New Testament Times

deSilva, David A. Honor, Patronage, Kinship & Purity: Unlocking New Testament 
Culture. Downer’s Grove, Ill. Inter-Varsity Press, 2000.

________. Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Content and Significance. Grand 
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002.

Encyclopedia of Apocalypticism New York: Continuum, 1998. 3 vols. See v. 1,  on 
Jewish and Christian origins of apocalypticism. Excellent articles and 
bibliographies.
Ferguson, E. Backgrounds of Early Christianity. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987. A 

second ed., which corrects some of the mistakes in the first ed., is now available. 

Grant, R. M. Gods and the One God. Library of Early Christianity 1. Philadelphia: 

Westminster Press, 1986. 

Hengel, M. Judaism and Hellenism: Studies in Their Encounter in Palestine During the 
Early Hellenistic Period. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1974. 2 v. 

Koester, H. Introduction to the New Testament, v. 1.  See above under “New Testament 

Introductions.”

Kugel, J.L. Early Biblical Interpretation. Library of Early Christianity 3. Philadelphia: 

Westminster Press, 1986. 

Malherbe, A.J., ed. Moral Exhortation: A Greco-Roman Sourcebook. Library of Early 

Christianity 4. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1986. 

Meeks, W.A. The First Urban Christians: The Social World of the Apostle Paul. 2nd ed. 
New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003.

________, The Moral World of the First Christians. Library of Early Christianity 6.
Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1986. 
Sanders, E.P. Jesus and Judaism. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985. 

__________. Judaism: Practice and Belief, 63 BCE-66 CE. Philadelphia: Trinity Press 

International, 1994, c1992. 

Schiffman, L.H. and J. C. VanderKam, Encyclopedia of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Oxford; 

New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 2 v. 

Schürer, Emil, History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 B.C.-135 
A.D.), tr. by T.A. Burkhill … [et al.],  rev. and ed. by Geza Vermes and Fergus 
Millar. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1973-1986 (3 v. in 4). 

Stambaugh, J.E. and D.L. Balch, The Testament in its Social Environment. Library of 
Early Christianity 2 . Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1986. 

Stowers, S.K. Letter Writing in Greco-Roman Antiquity. Library of Early Christianity 5. 
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1989, c1986. 

Wilson, M.A. Rethinking Gnosticism: An Argument for Dismantling a Dubious 
Category. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996. 

Feminist Hermeneutics

Brenner, A. and C. Fontaine, eds. A Feminist Companion to the Bible: Approaches, 
Methods and Strategies. Sheffield, England: Sheffield Academic Press, 1992 

Cheney, E. She Can Read: Feminist Strategies for Biblical Narrative. Valley Forge, PA: 
Trinity Press International, 1996. 

Rutledge, D. Reading Marginally: Feminism, Deconstruction and the Bible. Leiden; New 
York: Brill, 1996. 

Schottroff, L., S. Schroer and M.-T. Wacker, Feminist Interpretation: The Bible in 
Women’s Perspective, tr. by M. and B. Rumscheidt. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 
1998. 

Schüssler-Fiorenza, E. Bread Not Stone: The Challenge of Feminist Biblical 
Interpretation: With a New Afterword. 10th anniversary ed. Boston: Beacon Press, 
1995 

________. But She Said: Feminist Practices of Biblical Interpretation. Boston: Beacon 
Press, 1992. At AU.

________. In Memory of Her: A Feminist Theological Reconstruction of Christian 
Origins. New York: Crossroad, 1983. 

Post-Colonial Hermeneutic

Blount, B.K. Go Preach! Mark’s Kingdom Message and the Black Church Today. 
Mayrknoll, NY: Orbis, 1998. 

Carroll, R.M.D. Contexts for Amos: Prophetic Poetics in Latin American Perspective.

 Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1992. 

Ceresko, A.R. Introduction to the Old Testament: A Liberation Perspective. Maryknoll, 
NY: Orbis, 1992. 

Felder, C.H., ed. Stony the Road We Trod: African-American Biblical Interpretation. 

Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991.

________. Troubling Biblical Waters: Race, Class, and Family. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 
1989. 

Gottwald, N.K. and R.A. Horsley, The Bible and Liberation: Political and Social 

Hermeneutics. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1993.

Gutiérrez, G. On Job: God-Talk and the Suffering of the Innocent, tr. by M.J. O’Connell. 
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1987. 

________. Theology of Liberation: History, Politics and Salvation, tr. and ed. by C. Inda 
and J. Eagleson. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1973. 

See also works of liberation theology by G. Gutiérrez, L. Boff and Robert Macaffee 

Brown, as well as Jürgen Moltmann’s materials on the Theology of Hope.


Commentaries

*Below are listed a few of the better Commentary Series:
· Abingdon (a new series, critical, but readable)

· Anchor (probably the most inconsistent of the series listed.  The commentaries by Brown on the John and the Johannine Letters remain the best written.  See also Fitzmyer on Luke, Acts, and Romans and V.P. Furnish on 2 Corinthians.  Avoid Albright on Matthew, Munck on Acts.  J. Massyngberde Ford on Rev. is very eccentric.)

· Continental Commentary (Translations of some of the better European works, including Westermann’s classic 3 v. commentary on Genesis.)

· Harper

· Hermeneia (difficult to read, but rewarding).

· International Critical Commentaries (highly linguistic, never completed.  Now being updated.  See especially Davies and Allison on Matthew and Best on Ephesians).

· New Century Bible based on the RSV.

· New International Commentary on the New Testament (the standard for evangelical scholarship, the newer commentaries, written to supercede the older works, are some of the best being written in the English language.  Critical, but readable).

· Old Testament Library (Originally consisted primarily of translations of quality European commentaries and studies, now includes works originally produced in English for the series.)

· Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (do not presume Greek.  Not necessarily adequate for Seminary studies, but excellent as reading for adult Bible Studies and undergraduate work).

· Word Biblical Commentary.  More linguistic than the New International. Another consistently high quality series.  Not yet complete.

Guides to Issues in Biblical Studies
· Students are also encouraged to look at the “Guides to Biblical Scholarship” series, published by Fortress Press.  Included are works on redaction criticism, form criticism, rhetorical criticism, social science criticism, etc.  These brief, and usually readable, guides provide quick introduction to issues, with a good beginning bibliography.

· Another excellent series for the New Testament is the “New Testament Theology” series by Cambridge University Press. These short, readable books provide students with a treasury of information, as well as providing overviews of the most important themes of the various New Testament writings.

· Cambridge University Press has also introduced its “Old Testament Theology: series. This series functions similarly to the “New Testament Theology,” and should provide some very useful literature.
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