CE 512 Approaches to Adult Discipleship

1. Searching for literature in the catalog

a. Key word search, “Adult discipleship,” gets 4 hits.

b. Click on no. 3.

i. Note the subject heading, “Christian Education of Adults”

ii. Click Subject heading “Christian Education of Adults,” there are 29 entries.

iii. Start looking at the 29 entries, at the same time looking for other subject headings. These include:

1. Bible – Study and teaching

2. Church membership

3. Family – Religious life

4. Christian life

iv. If you check under the heading, Christian life, you will find the following.

1. There are 1248 items

2. The subject is also divided by denomination:
a. Christian life -- Assemblies of God authors;  Christian life -- Baptist authors; Christian life – Biblical teaching.


b. Thus, “Christian life” tends to be a very large heading, and is where many of the things on Spiritual formation, adult discipleship, etc. are found.

c. Are there any other subject headings?

c. Another subject heading that might be useful

i. Try: Church work

ii. Try: Church work with men

iii. Try: Church work with women

iv. Try: Church work with minorities

v. In fact, if you utilize the subject heading “Church work” you will come up with all sorts of references to specialized ministries: type in “Church work” and see what happens.

d. Other ways you can find information: Looking outside the box.

i. Look under “Adult Education.”

ii. The information here will provide you with information that can apply to your work with adults in the church.

1. How do adults learn?

2. How is this different from teaching children and youth?

3. These are questions addressed in this class, and the theorists mentioned here will inform your understanding on ministering to adults.

2. Periodicals or serials.

a. Go to ATLA/ATLA serials from library main page.

i. On first line type, adult

ii. On second line type, discipleship

iii. There are 13 hits.

b. What are the subject headings?

i. Click on number 2.

ii. Note subject heading: Christian education of adults.

1. Clicking on that subject enables you to find 385 items.

2. Go back and click no. 4

3. Note subject headings; Christian education and Learning, Psychology of.

4. Click on Learning, Psychology of.
5. There are 145 hits. 

c. Note: Key word search in both the catalog and ATLA/ATLAS is a first step to 
finding subject headings.

i. Subject headings are a proscribed vocabulary, and materials will be gathered together on that subject.
ii. Headings are arbitrary, and may not be what you think they should be. That is why you need to begin with a keyword search, but do not stop there.

c. Printing out ATLAS materials

i. See my guide.

ii. Give brief illustration.

4. Questions and review.
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